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Research plays a key role in our understanding of open education, and is highlighted in the 
Recommendation on Open Educational Resources (OER) (UNESCO, 2019) as essential for 
describing the impact of open education; building awareness among key stakeholders; 
enhancing quality; and forming connections and communities. 


The Global OER Graduate Network (GO-GN) is a network of PhD candidates and experts 
around the world whose research projects include a focus on open education. The Network 
has more than 300 global members who form a community of practice and support. GO-GN 
is currently funded through the OER programme of The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation and administered by the Open Education Research Hub from the Institute of 
Educational Technology at The Open University, UK. 


One central aim for the Network is supporting research in the emergent area of open 
education, and our researchers are encouraged to explore openness as a research vector. 
The resources produced by the Network reflect this. Last year, GO-GN produced a well- 
received guide to Research Methods in Open Education (Farrow et al., 2020) which was 
recognised as a winner in the Open Education Awards for Excellence. 


In 2021 GO-GN publishes a companion volume. The GO-GN Guide to Conceptual 
Frameworks (Farrow et al., 2021) again combines an accessible narrative and visual style 
with real-life insights gleaned from practising researchers who are using these theories, 
concepts and models in cutting edge work. Research 


This presentation will provide an overview of the new guide and the open, collaborative 
production process, emphasizing practical strategies for completing research projects. It will 
be of interest to anyone who conducts research and/or forms policy in the open education 
space, but particularly for doctoral level researchers. 
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